America THINKS: Roadway Safety
and Congestion - 2017
AMERICANS ARE CONCERNED THAT DELAYED REPAIRS TO ROADS
AND BRIDGES AFFECTING TRAVEL SAFETY AND CONGESTION
U.S. traffic deaths have increased 14 percent in the past two years. Americans recognize our crumbling highway and
bridge infrastructure contributes to highway fatalities and congestion. They also recognize that congestion impacts to
highway safety. Our transportation priorities, Americans believe, must address these issues with solutions that are
available today, and can help reduce this urgent national concern.
More than nine in 10 Americans believe maintaining our existing highway and bridge infrastructure
is extremely or very important to improve safety and reduce congestion.
What is the most important priority for our surface transportation network?
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Provide
more public
transportation
choices

Add capacity
in critical
corridors, such
as adding lanes
to existing
highways and
developing new
routes

Provide timely
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about traffic
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modes of travel,
and alternate
routes

Provide
technology in
vehicles and the
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improves traffic
flow

Make low-cost
improvements
to get as much
as we can out
of current
capacity, such
as converting
highway safety
shoulders into
travel lanes
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More than eight in 10 Americans believe increased traffic congestion directly contributes to highway fatalities.
How strongly do you agree or disagree that congestion contributes
to increased traffic accidents and fatalities?
Agree somewhat
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Agree completely

39%
Neither agree nor disagree

13%

Disagree somewhat
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Americans have specific ideas for surface transportation priorities.

36%
Decreasing traffic injuries and fatalities

25%
Decreasing traffic congestion

17%
Supporting economic stability/growth

13%
Increasing environmental sustainability

10%
Improving transportation for the disadvantaged

Most Americans believe
new transportation
technologies should
improve safety.
Which technology
is most important
to have in your vehicle?

63%

Notification of vehicles
in your blind spot

45%

An autonomous automatic
emergency braking system

39%

Warning that my speed
is dangerous (e.g., there
is a curve or stop ahead)

57%

Information on current road
or traffic conditions ahead

37%

Notification of an emergency
vehicle approaching

55%

Ability to know when other vehicles
are too close or quickly approaching

5%

None of these

HNTB’s America THINKS: “Roadway Safety and Congestion - 2017” survey polled a random nationwide sample of 1,182 Americans, ages
18 and older, between April 7 and April 10, 2017. It was conducted by Russell Research, which used an email invitation and online survey.
Quotas were set to ensure reliable representation of the entire U.S. population ages 18 and over. The margin of error is +/- 2.9 percent.
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